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I. INTRODUCTION

1. The Action Plan for the implementation of the FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming
Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors 2024-2027 (Action Plan) is aligned with
the strategic narrative guiding the FAO Strategic Framework 2022-31, as endorsed
by the Conference in June 2021: the transformation to more efficient, inclusive,
resilient and sustainable agrifood systems for better production, better nutrition, a
better environment, and a better life, leaving no one behind (FAO, 2021a). The FAO
Medium-Term Plan 2022-25 explicitly refers to biodiversity mainstreaming and the
FAO Strategy on Mainstreaming Biodiversity across Agricultural Sectors (Strategy),
and the important role of biodiversity is reflected across all four betters.

2. The Action Plan reflects experiences gained from the implementation of the
2021-2023 Action Plan (FAO, 2021b). It takes into account the Framework for Action
on Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture (FAO, 2022) endorsed by the Commission
on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA)? and by the Council in 2021.3
Itis aligned with the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF),
adopted by the 15th meeting of the Conference of the Parties to the Convention on
Biological Diversity (CBD) in December 2022.

3. The Action Plan was revised by the Technical Committees at their last sessions and
by the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture.* The revised
version of the Action Plan was shared with Members for their written feedback in
December 2023 and January 2024, before its finalisation and publication.

1CL168/3 Annex1.

2 CGRFA-18/21/Report, paragraph 51.

3 CL168/REP, paragraph 38.

4 C2023/22, NFI /R1391, COFO/2022/REP and CGRFA-19/23/Report.
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https://www.fao.org/3/nj925en/nj925en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/cc3652en/cc3652en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/nk728en/nk728en.pdf
https://www.fao.org/3/nn203en/nn203en.pdf

Il. STRATEGY OUTCOMES

4. For each of the four outcomes of the Strategy (FAO, 2020) this Action Plan specifies
concrete key FAO actions, deliverables and delivery dates. The outcomes of the

Strategy are:

Outcome 1. Support provided to Members, at their request, to enhance
their capacity to mainstream biodiversity.

Outcome 2. Biodiversity mainstreamed across FAO’s policies,
programmes and activities.

Outcome 3. Role of biodiversity and its ecosystem services for food
security and nutrition globally recognized.

Outcome 4.  Coordination and delivery of FAO's work on

biodiversity strengthened.

5. Inalignment with the Strategy, FAO implements the Action Plan based on the
principles of effective governance, partnerships, a knowledge-based approach,
inclusiveness, and gender equality and women’s empowerment.



Il. FAO CORE FUNCTIONS AND STRATEGY CORE ACTION AREAS

6. The key actions contained in the Action Plan for each outcome of the Strategy are
clustered according to the seven core functions of FAO (FAO, 2021a):

Assemble, analyse, monitor and improve access to data and information, in
areas related to FAO's mandate, working in concert with countries and other
development partners to identify consumer drivers, policy and investment gaps,
promote common platforms and use emerging technological tools.

ii. Facilitate and support countries and other partners in the development
and implementation of normative and standard setting instruments for
more efficient, inclusive, resilient and sustainable agrifood systems, such as
international agreements, codes of conduct, technical standards and related
technologies, digital tools, good practices and others.

iii. Facilitate, promote and support agrifood systems policy dialogue at global,
regional and country levels, including explicit recognition and consideration of
trade-offs.

iv. Supportinstitutions at all levels, including through capacity development,
to prepare, implement, monitor and evaluate evidence-based policies and
programmes, and leverage investments.

v.  Facilitate partnerships and coalitions for more efficient, inclusive, resilient and
sustainable agrifood systems that address inequalities and leave no one behind,
including with governments, development partners, civil society organizations
and the private sector.

vi. Advise and support activities that assemble, disseminate and improve the uptake
of knowledge, technologies and good practices in the areas of FAO's mandate.

vii. Advocate and communicate at national, regional and global levels, including
to consumers, leveraging the Organization's knowledge, data, position as UN
specialized agency, and trusted role as neutral broker.

7. The Action Plan translates the FAO core functions into core action areas as given in
Table 1.
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TABLE 1.
FAO CORE FUNCTIONS AND STRATEGY CORE ACTION AREAS

FAO Core | g4\ ategy Core Action Areas
Functions
out 1 Support provided to Members, at their request, to enhance their capacity
utcome to mainstream biodiversity
) Support countries in the collection, analysis and use of biodiversity-related
information in decision-making
) Support countries in the development and implementation of normative
and standard-setting instruments related to biodiversity
Support capacity development and resource mobilization in biodiversity
4 mainstreaming
6 Improve the sharing and uptake by countries of knowledge, technologies
and good practices relevant to biodiversity mainstreaming
Biodiversity mainstreamed across FAO's policies, programmes and
Outcome 2 activities
3 Facilitate policy dialogue on biodiversity mainstreaming
5 Strengthen collaboration with relevant organizations
out 3 Role of biodiversity and its ecosystem services for food security and
utcome nutrition globally recognized
L Improve access to data and information on the role of biodiversity and its
ecosystem services for food security and nutrition
Facilitate, promote and support biodiversity-related policy dialogue at
3 global, regional and country levels
Facilitate partnerships that support biodiversity mainstreaming between
5 governments, development partners, civil society, the private sector and
Indigenous Peoples and local communities
Assemble, disseminate and improve the uptake of knowledge, technologies
6 and best practices that demonstrate the links between biodiversity and food
security
Raise awareness on the role of biodiversity and its ecosystem services for
7 food security and nutrition in relevant fora
Outcome 4 | Coordination and delivery of FAO’s work on biodiversity strengthened
4 Enhance the capacity of FAO in biodiversity-related matters
6 Improve the uptake of knowledge, technologies and good practices related

to biodiversity in FAO policies and procedures
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IV. KEY ACTIONS ON BIODIVERSITY

8. This Action Plan is intended to strengthen the work of FAO and its partners, in
consultation with Members, on mainstreaming biodiversity across agricultural
sectors. It is not and does not constitute a basis for policy convergence processes.
Each key action in the Action Plan concretizes and /or further specifies one or several
activities identified in the Strategy under the various outcomes (Annex 1).

9. Key actions are clustered into core action areas, each aligned with one of the seven
FAO core functions. The core action areas include sets of key actions to be taken
to implement the activities foreseen in the Strategy, taking into account ongoing
work by FAO and its partners. The key actions listed are not exhaustive of FAO's
planned work related to biodiversity. For each key action, the Action Plan specifies
deliverables and delivery dates, references to relevant decisions, programme priority
areas (PPAs), Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) and targets of the Kunming-
Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF).

10. The key actions included in the Action Plan, in particular those related to Outcome
1 (Provision of support to Members, upon request, to enhance their capacity to
integrate biodiversity), will be implemented only in countries where this is requested
and in accordance with priorities identified by them. Information on the status of
biodiversity within a country’s jurisdiction will be obtained primarily from national
agencies in the respective country.

V. MONITORING

11. The implementation of the Action Plan is monitored through the Sustainable
Development Goal (SDG) indicators, which, in line with the Organization's updated
results framework 2022-25,5 are used to measure impact under the four betters and
outcomes under the PPAs. Reporting on the implementation of the Action Plan will
be carried out through progress reports to the relevant Governing Bodies.

VI. REVIEW AND UPDATING

12. This Action Plan is to be implemented between 2024 and 2027.

13. Inthe preparation of the next Action Plan, new developments and agreements,
including those reached under the CBD, the CGRFA and the International Treaty on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA), as well as experiences
with the implementation of the Strategy and the Action Plan, will be taken into
consideration.

5 C2021/3.
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